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gust and humiliation in the sort of importunity which
is required even for obtaining rigorous justice, that it
approaches very near to meanness to submit to it.
What I must aim at is to set myself on higher ground
by obtaining a larger share of public and Parliamen-
tary consideration. While I am a mere suitor even for
justice, I shall probably be treated as such, and no thing
diminishes real weight and estimation so much as that
posture. Indeed, too much anxiety and earnestness in
pursuits of interest lowers, in the end, even one's own
character and estimation of oneself. 'In all this there
is a medium, and I should wish neither to fall short of
private duties nor to overshoot them, so as to sacrifice
a just sense of personal dignity to matters of interest.
I have, in the meanwhile, little or no doubt that I
shall in the end be placed more in my own form than
I have hitherto been. I shall decline no exertion or
sacrifice that consists in personal labour, privation, or
even hazard. If by such means any prospect of im-
proving the fortunes of the family should occur, I shall
not reject or neglect it; but I really cannot go further.
c A state of expectation and anxiety on such subjects,
if too much indulged, not only degrades us in the
opinion of others, but does really and truly give a
sordid cast to the character, which I cannot bear to
acquire or seem to possess. Your wishes and expecta-
tions of exertion on my side are most natural, and I
am always concerned to disappoint you.1 '

1 The latter part' of this letter was -written in answer to one from Lady
Minto urging him to apply for employment either at home or abroad.